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I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  fc'* 
1956  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 


r  ere  rear 


There  has  been  no  unusual  cause  cf  sickness,  and  the  general 
living  conditions  in  the  district  have  been  satisfactory.  Epidemic 
diseases  have  continued  at  a  very  low  level.  It  was  not  a  year  in 
which  measles  was  prevalent,  and  only  twelve  cases  were  retorted, 
although  it  is  thought  that  a  number  of  cases  have  gene  unnetified. 
Similarly,  only  twenty- two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  recorded. 
Protection  against  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  is  new  avail¬ 
able  to  all  children.  More  recently,  vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis  has  been  carried  cut  m  certain  age 
groups.  There  were  eleven  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  all  respiratory, 
and  there  were  three  deaths.  There  was  a  localised  outbreak 
dysentery  in  a  junior  school,  which  did  not  spread,  and  in  another 
school  there  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  whic 


v ^ 

v.  —  V'-  •  •«»>» 


meat  cooked  the  day  before  and  allowed  to  cool  in  a  warm  kitchen  over¬ 
night  . 


According  to  the  Registrar  General,  the  estimated  population 
for  mid  1956  was  12,980,  an  increase  of  20  compared  with  1955.  Ihe 
adjusted  live  birth  rate  was  13.8,  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  19.' 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  is  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  the  previous  year  (12.6).  It  would  appear  that  the  increased 
rate  is  largely  due  to  a  number  of  old  people  passing  or..  One  quarter 
of  all  deaths  were  of  people  aged  80  -  90  years  or  more,  and  well  over 
half  of  all  the  deaths  were  of  people  who  had  passed  the  G  yeai  mark. 
There  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  of  age,  due  to 
prematurity. 

Three  samples  of  ungraded  milk  taken  at  the  farms  were  found 
to  have  tuberculous  infection  present,  and  the  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  immediately  informed.  Because  ■.’hitefield 
is  a  designated  area  none  of  this  milk  goes  out  for  public  consumption 
before  it  is  rendered  safe  by  pasteurisation. 

All  examinations  of  treated  water  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  is  chlorinated. 


4. 


The  Hillock  Lane  and  Mode  Hill  Clearance  Areas  were 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  during  the  year. 

The  Council  completed  50  houses,  and  other  persons  44  houses, 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  housing 
list  at  31st  December,  1956,  was  241.  There  were  three  applications 
for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  but  all  were 
rejected. 


Whitefield  is  not  principally  an  industrial  area,  but  there 
is  a  definite  amount  of  smoke  pollution,  particularly  in  foggy  periods 
in  the  winter  months.  There  is  no  doubt  that  much  of  this  is  coming 

from  private  houses  which  emit  smoke  at  a  low  level.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  encourage  householders  to  use  smokeless  fuel  and  to 
install  suitable  grates  to  burn  it. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  staff  for 
their  advice  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

J 

Your  obedient  servant. 


C.H.T.  WADE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I.  -  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Area  -  3,261  acres. 

Population  -  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population, 

mid  1956  . . .  12,980 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  the  end  of 
1956  -  4,616. 

Rateable  Value,  1956  -  £138,872. 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1956/57  -  £566. 


TABLE  II  -  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

(  Legitimate 

161 

87 

74 

Live 

Births 

(  Illegitimate 
|  Total 

 4 

3 

1 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

165 

90 

75 

estimated  resident  population 

— __ 

■ — • 

— 

12.7. 

Still  Births 

3 

2 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  -  18. 

Deaths 

( all  ages) . 

166 

79 

87 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  average  population 
12.8. 


Adjusted  birth-rate 
Adjusted  death-rate 


13.3  (comparability  factor) 
14.7  (comparability  factor) 


1.05. 

1.15 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : - 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes 


Nil. 

Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total . 
3 


3 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births.  18 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  26 

Measles  (all  ages).  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).  Nil. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1956. 


M.  F. 

Tuberculoses,  respiratory.  .  .  .  .......  2  1 

Tuberculoses,  other.  .  .  . 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  . 

Diphtheria . . . 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  . 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . . . 

Measles . 


Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  1  5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus .  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  -  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  -  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. .  7  5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia.  .  . . .  1  1 

Diabetes  .  .  .  ......  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  15  17 

Coronary  disease.  Angina  ....  .  11  6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . .  2 

Other  heart  diseases  ......  .  8  17 

Other  circulatory  diseases .  3  10 

Influenza.  . . .  -  1 

Pneumonia . 4  3 

Bronchitis . 1  6 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  .  . .  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. . .  2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ....  . 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . .  1  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . . . .  1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . . 

Congenital  malformations  .  -  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  6  7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents .  2 

All  other  accidents . 2 

Suicide  .  2  2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  . 


All  causes  .  . 


79 


87 


8. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Board. 


The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 


Source  of  supply  -  upland  surfaces. 


Supplies  to  Houses  : - 
From  Public  Mains 

Number  of  dwell inghouses  4,699 

Estimated  number  of  population  12,958 

From  Private  Supplies  (wells,  springs,  etc.)  - 

Number  of  dwell inghouses  6 

Estimated  number  of  population  22 


The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 


Examinations  made 'by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  of  the  raw 

water  : - 

(a)  Bacteriological  examinations  -  No.  48 

Results  -  unsatisfactory  without  treatment. 

Chemical  analyses  -  No.  11 

Results  -  satisfactory. 

Water  going  into  supply,  where  treatment  is  installed 

(b)  Bacteriological  examinations  -  No.  144 

Results  -  satisfactory. 

Chemical  analyses  -  No.  33 

Results  -  satisfactory. 

Action  taken  by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  in  respect  of 
any  form  of  contamination  -  all  water  is  chlorinated. 

Plumbo- solvent  action  :  the  water  is  lime-treated. 

144  analyses  were  made  with  mainly  satisfactory  results. 

Extensions  of  water  mains  :  - 

287  yards  of  3  in.  and  453  yards  of  4  in.  mains  for  new 
housing  development  were  laid  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1935, 
and 

HOUSING  REFAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 

On  the  13th  December,  1955,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  154  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  I  submitted  a  representation 
in  respect  of  twenty-two  houses  in  Hillock  Lane  and  two  in  Lode  Hill 
Lane.  In  consequence  of  the  representations  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held 
on  the  19th  September,  1956,  and  on  the  22nd  November,  1956,  tine  Aider 
was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  In  or.c 
instance  the  Minister  directed  that  payment  be  made  to  the  owner  m 
accordance  with  Section  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1536,  in  respect  of  a 
well -maintained  house. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  submitted  representations  in 
respect  of  three  in  individual  unfit  houses. 


( a)  Milk  Supply. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from 


(a)  own  dairies  in  the  district .  4 

(b)  dairy  farms  in  the  district  .  .....  3 

(c)  premises  outside  the  district .  10 

(d)  shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  .  .  .  23 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  dealers'  licences  (including  supplementary  licences'  issued 
by  local  authority  during  1956  in  respect  of  : - 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  -  distribution  .  21 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk' 
Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  heat-treated  milk  : - 
Retail  distributors  : - 


Pasteurised . . .  57 

Sterilised .  37 


Action  taken  by  local  authority  in  relation  to  samples 

taken  : - 
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(a)  Raw  Milk  : - 

(i)  Tuberculosis  - 

biological  tests 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue 

reduction  test 

( iii)  B.  Coli 

examinations 

(iv)  Sediment  tests 


(b)  Heat  treated"  Milk  : - 

(i)  Tuberculosis. 

■'Pasteurised1''  - 

(ii)  Phosphatase  test 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue 

reduction  test 

"Sterilised"  - 

(iv)  Turbidity  test 


No .  of 
Samples. 

RESULTS. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

No . 

Result. 

22 

(Neg.)  19 

(Pos.)  3 

27 

20 

7 

IM 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

35 

35 

35 

32 

3 

. 

11 

11 

— 

- 

Result  of  Ministry  investigations  by  the  Divisional  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  within  the  district 
during  the  year  arising  from  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  made  by 


any  local  authority  : - 

No.  of  herds  examined  by  veterinary  inspectors  .  .  3 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis  Order  1938.  .  2 

No.  of  animals  seized .  2 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had  been  sold 

prior  to  investigation  .  . . . .  1 

No.  of  cases  report  negative,  no  animals  seized . Nil. 
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Meat  Supply. 

Routine  inspection  of  meat  shops  has  continued. 
Details  are  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  report. 


Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  or  manufact¬ 
ure  of  ice  cream  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  35. 

Ice  cream  is  manufactured  by  two  persons  in  the  area,  whilst 
the  remaining  33  persons  purchase  their  ice  cream  from  wholesalers. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  past  year  was  31.  Of  the  31 
samples  taken,  15  were  classified  as  provisional  grade  1,  11  were 

classified  as  provisional  grade  2,  1  provisional  grade  3,  and  4 

provisional  grade  4.  In  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples  produced 
outside  the  area,  the  appropriate  local  authorities  were  notified, 
from  whom  full  co-operation  was  received. 


Bakehouses,  Food  Shops  and  Fish  Fryers. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above 
premises  throughout  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfact¬ 
ory. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  one  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred  at 
one  of  the  schools  in  the  area.  The  total  number  of  cases  ascer¬ 
tained  was  133. 

The  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  a  food  poisoning  organism 
(Clostridium  Welchii)  present  in  brisket  of  beef  which  had  been  cooked 
the  day  before  consumption  and  had  been  allowed  to  cool  in  a  warm 
kitchen  overnight.  This  organism  withstands  cooking,  and  when  the 
meat  cools  down  slowly  it  multiplies  to  such  a  large  extent  that  food 
poisoning  is  caused.  This  kind  of  trouble  occurs  when  meat  is  in 
large  pieces  of  several  pounds  weight  and  it  is  allowed  to  cool  slowly 
and  is  not  eaten  until  the  next  day.  Three  members  of  the  staff  of 
the  school  were  affected  as  well  as  the  pupils;  all  recovered  satis¬ 
factorily. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1956 

(after  corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  notifying  medical 
practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital). 
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DIPHTHERIA. 


Year. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Cases . 

Deaths 

1933 

17 

1 

1934 

11 

Nil 

1935 

14 

Nil 

1936 

17 

2 

1937 

14 

1 

1938 

51 

2 

1939 

32 

1 

xl940 

6 

1 

1941 

3 

Nil 

1942 

Nil 

Nil 

1943 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

4 

Nil 

1945 

5 

Nil 

1946 

Nil 

Nil 

1947 

1 

Nil 

1948 

Nil 

Nil 

1949 

Nil 

Nil 

1950 

X  1 

Nil 

1951 

Nil 

Nil 

1952 

Nil 

Nil 

1953 

Nil 

Nil 

1954 

Nil 

Nil 

1955 

Nil 

Nil 

1956 

Nil 

Nil 

x  Immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940. 


Clinical  diagnosis  only,  not  confirmed  bacteriologically 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1956. 


1.  No.  of  individuals  who  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation 
during  1956. 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  FINAL  INJECTION. 


1 

1 — 1 

1 

o 

_ 1 

o 

C-I  *• 

3- 

4- 

Total  under 

5  years. 

5- 

10- 

Total  aged 

5  -  14 
inclusive . 

Total  aged 
15  and  over. 

124  18 

4 

3 

_ 

1 

150 

17 

2 

19 

. 

- 

2.  No.  of  individuals  who  were  given  a  reinforcement  injection  during 
1956,  i.e.  subsequent  to  complete  course. 


AGE  GROUP. 

0- 

5- 

10-14 
incl . 

Total 

0-  14 
incl . 

Total 
Aged  15 
&  over . 

19 

199 

8 

226 

- 

3.  No.  of  children  who  had  completed  a  course  of  primary  immunisation  at 
any  time  up  to  31.  12.  56. 


Age  at  31.12.56, 
i.e.  born  in  year. 

Under  1 
1956. 

1  -  4 
1952-1955. 

5  -  9 

1947-1951. 

10  -  14 
1942-1946. 

Total 

under 

15. 

Number  immunised. 

30 

575 

1006 

913 

2524 

15. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  -  Section  47. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  under  the  above  section  during 

the  year. 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  in  regard  to  general  hygiene,  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  been  carried 
out.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
Details  of  the  inspections  are  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector' s 
Report.  A  report  given  under  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  is 
appended . 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) . 


- r 

Number  of 

Premises . 

Number 

on 

Register . 

Inspections . 

Written 
Notices  . 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted. 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(i) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 

1, 2, 3, 4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced 
by  Local 

• 

Authorities . 

13 

20 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority . 

61 

46 

au) 

Other  premises 
in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out¬ 
workers' 
premises) . 

•• 

TOTAL. 

74 

66 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "'cases".) 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WHITEFIELD . 


Health  and  Cleansing  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

WHITEFIELD. 


June,  1957. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my  28th 
Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1956,  whilst  the  section  dealing  with  Cleansing 
and  Rodent  Control  is  for  the  financial  year  ending  the  31st  March, 
1957. 


During  the  period  under  review  1,684  premises  were  visited, 
497  nuisances  or  defects  were  found,  and  502  abated.  90  Informal  and 
3  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

During  the  year  1956  further  legislation  was  placed  on  the 
statute  book,  which  brought  greater  responsibilities  to  local 
authorities,  particularly  in  respect  of  'Clean  Food"  and  "Clean  Air". 

It  is  satisfying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Council's 
decision  to  declare  clearance  orders  in  respect  of  the  houses  in  the 
Hillock  area  was  upheld  following  a  Public  Inquiry  held  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Surveyor,  and  the  staff  in  general,  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Complaints  investigated  . .  65 

Bakehouses  . . .  36 

Dairies  . . 20 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yard  .  96 

Food  Shops  and  Street  Vendors'  premises  or  vehicles.  .  .  .  203 

Factories . 30 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 2 

Outworkers'  premises  . . 6 

Factories  re.  smoke . 3 

Fat  Rendering  premises .  20 

Dwellinghouses  -  Public  Health  Acts  . .  69 

Housing  Acts  .....  .  10 

Infectious  Diseases  ..........  104 

Council  Houses . 54 

4 

Re-visits  -  Public  Health  Acts  . .  86 

Housing  Acts  . . 72 

Drainage  inspections  .  88 

Piggeries  and  Stables  ..................  10 

Rodent  Control  . . 317 

Work  in  Progress  -  Public  Health  Acts .  34 

Ice-cream  premises . 36 

Shops  Act  . .  124 

Cleansing  Visits  .  70 

Miscellaneous . 42 

Housing  Tenancy  .  30 

Schools . 6 

Licensed  Houses  .  9 

Petroleum  Acts  . . 21 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  .  2 

Caravans  .  .........  1 

Dwellinghouses  disinfected  ...  .  .....  9 

Factories  -  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire .  9 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

1955.  1956. 

Interior  of  Houses  - 

Ceilings  and  walls  replastered  . .  15  6 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  5  2 

Dampness  abated . 7  2 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed .  21  5 

New  Sinks  fixed  .  .....  3 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired  . .  2  1 

Fire  Ranges  repaired .  2  1 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired .  2  2 

Windows  made  to  open  . . -  3 

Adequate  Water  Supply  provided  ....  .  1  5 

Houses  cleansed . -  2 

Water  Cistern  fixed . -  1 

Exterior  of  Houses  - 

Roofs  repaired . 10  8 

Walls  repointed  or  rendered . .  12  6 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt .  11  17 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ........  11  21 

Yards  repaired  or  re-paved . .  3  1 

Rainwater  Pipes  renewed  .....  .  -  9 

Brickwork  repaired  .  3  3 

Rainwater  Pipes  disconnected  from  drain  .  1 

New  Doorstep  fixed  .  1 

Paths  repaired . . . .  1 

Window  Cills  renewed  ......  .  -  1 

Drainage  - 

Drains  cleansed . 18  22 

Drains  repaired . 7  4 

Drains  reconstructed  .  .  1  8 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed  .  . . 1  3 

Ventilation  Shafts  repaired  .  .....  2 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  .....  .  1  4 

Septic  Tanks  cleansed  .  .  .......  -  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

W.C.  Fittings  renewed  or  repaired .  5  1 

W.C.  Structures  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  6  4 

VAC.  Service  Pipes  repaired  .  .  8  1 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  . .  -  1 

W.C.  cleansed  .  .....  2  1 

Miscellaneous  -  Dust  Bins  replaced .  448  327 

Accumulations  removed .  5  6 

Nuisance  from  animals .  1 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  and  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954. 


During  the  past  few  years  the  Council' s  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  in  the  Hillock  area. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  now  that,  within 
the  near  future,  the  inhabitants  will  be  rehoused  under  more  ideal 
conditions . 


At  the  close  of  the  year  the  site  No.  1,  Hillock  Area,  had 
not  been  cleared,  difficulty  being  experienced  in  getting  the  contract¬ 
ors  to  complete  the  work.  In  one  instance  the  contractor  took  out  the 
best  of  the  materials  and  then  left  the  work  unfinished.  Several 
attempts  were  made  to  contact  the  individual,  but  without  success. 

I  do,  therefore,  suggest  that  in  the  case  of  future  demolitions  the 
owners  should  contact  only  such  firms  as  are  reliable,  or  contact  the 
Department,  who  will,  if  so  desired,  arrange  for  the  work  to  be  carried 
out  on  their  behalf.  I  think  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  site 
should  be  properly  cleared  and  levelled;  otherwise  the  district  could 
be  blotted  with  what  would  be  eyesores. 

i 

No  applications  ’were  received  in  respect  of  Certificates  of 

Disrepair . 


Two  applications  were  made  for  Certificates  of  Revocation, 
and  granted. 


Number  of  Nex^  Houses  Erected. 

During  the  year,  94  houses  xsrere  built  in  the  area. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  50 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  44  04 


1.  -  Inspection  of  Dx^ellinghouses . 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  formally  or 

informally  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .....  79 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made  for 

the  purpose.  . . . .  237 

(2)  Dt\rellinghouses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable 
at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit 

(a)  Number  found  during  year .  36 

(b)  Number  (or  estimated  number)  existing  at  end  of  year  .  .  85 
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(3)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  found  during  the  year  to  be  not  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  ....  .  .  .....  41 


2.  -  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) . 

(1)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  demolished  during  the  year 


(a)  Unfit  houses  .  2 

(b)  Other  houses  .  . . . . 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced .  20 


3.  -  Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 
(1)  Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  (Section  11)  .  .  . 

(ii)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 

taking  given  by  owners  under  Section 
11  and  still  in  force  . 

d ii)  Parts  of  building  closed 

(Section  12) . 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949  - 

(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  3  (1)  and  3  (2)  .  .  . 

(c)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  - 

(i)  Closed  as  a  result  of  closing  orders 
under  Sections  10  (1)  and  11  (2).  .  . 


No 

Houses . 

.  of 

Persons 

Displaced. 

1 

4 

1 

- 

None . 

None . 

None . 

None . 

2 

7 

22. 


(2)  Repairs  during  the  year  jj 

^lou.  ss  s 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  or 

Public  Health  Acts  .  . . . .  29 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  -  action  after  service  of  formal 
notice  -  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : - 

( i )  by  owners  . . .  3 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  None 

(c)  Housing  Act,  1936  -  action  after  service  of  formal  notice 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16)  -  houses  made  fit 

(i)  by  owners  . .  None. 

(ii)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ......  None. 

J 

(d)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  - 

houses  reconstructed,  enlarged  or  improved  and 

Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Section  5)  .....  None. 

4.  -  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use 
(Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) . 

(1)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  temporary 

accommodation  and  approved  for  grant  under  Section  7  ...  None. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  (1)  above  ....  None. 

(3)  Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  (Section  6)  .  None. 
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5.  -  Housing  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grants,  etc. 


Private  Bodies  or 
Individuals. 

Local  Authority. 

Action  during  the  year  : - 

No.  of 
Schemes 

No.  of 
.  Dwelling- 
houses  or 
other 
buildings 
affected. 

No.  of 
Schemes . 

No.  of 

Dwelling- 

houses  or 

other 

buildings 

affected. 

(a)  Submitted  by  private 
individuals  to  local 
authority. 

3 

3 

(b)  Approved  by  local 
authority. 

None . 

None . 

m, 

• 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 

authority  to  Ministry. 

None . 

None . 

- 

- 

(d)  Finally  approved  by 
Ministry. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Work  completed. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(f)  Additional  separate 
dwellings  included 
in  (e)  above. 

(g)  Any  other  action  taken 

(give  brief 

under  the  Act 
particulars) . 

NONE. 

Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  one  complaint  was  received 

of  an  infestation 

of  cockroaches,  and  the  premises  were  effectively  treated. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  duties  in  regard  to  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  the 
district' s  food  supply  has  received  the  full  attention  of  the  Department 
throughout  the  year;  of  the  inspections  carried  out,  373  were  of 
premises  where  food  was  prepared  or  sold. 

1956  saw  a  new  era  in  food  hygiene  by  the  placing  on  the 
Statute  Book  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  became  operative  on  the 
1st  January,  1956,  as  also  did  part  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955. 
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On  the  2nd  March  a  meeting  was  held  at  Bury  Town  Hall  at  the 
invitation  of  Dr.  Wood,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Bury,  in 
co-operation  with  Dr.  Wade,  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Attending  the 
meeting  were  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  Division  12  and  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  of  Bury.  The  idea  of  such  a  get-together  was 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  regulations  with  a  view  to  securing 
uniform  standards  throughout  the  area.  Following  the  meeting  all  food 
traders  in  the  district  were  sent  a  summary  of  the  requirements  of  the 
regulations  and  sufficient  time  was  given  for  the  traders  to  make  them¬ 
selves  conversant  with  the  requirements  previous  to  inspections  being 
made,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  to  record  that  the  response  received 
was  very  satisfactory  and  any  reasonable  suggestion  put  forward  by  the 
Department  was  adopted. 

Wash  basins  with  adequate  supplies  of  hot  water  were  provided 
in  28  instances.  Many  traders  have  carried  out  internal  alterations 
to-  meet  modern  day  requirements,  which  I  feel  have  been  appreciated  by 
the  public . 

Notwithstanding  what  has  been  done,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
should  not  sit  back  and  think  that  we  have  attained  our  ideal,  as  much 
is  still  to  be  done  in  regard  to  food  hygiene. 

I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  some  traders,  who  still  feel 
it  is  necessary  to  use  sawdust  on  the  floor  of  the  shop,  will  appreciate 
that  use  of  such  material  is  not  hygienic  and  will  cease  to  use  it. 

The  delivery  of  bread  and  confectionery  by  wholesalers  is 
becoming  more  extensive  than  ever,  and  with  its  growth  the  problems 
connected  with  the  trade  increase.  As  it  is  important  for  the 
provision  of  washing  facilities  on  food  premises,  so  it  is  just  as 
important  that  facilities  for  washing  should  be  provided  as  part  of  the 
regular  equipment  for  vehicles  used  for  this  purpose.  At  the  present 
time  the  drivers  are  away  from  the  depots  for  many  hours, during  which 
time  they  have  to  rely  on  the  goodwill  of  private  individuals. 

Much  thought  has  been  given  and  discussion  taken  place  on 
what  is  considered  to  be  Open  Food  for  Immediate  Consumption''"'  in 
regard  to  Regulation  28  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Nevertheless 
I  feel  that  if  any  food  is  sold  from  a  stall  or  vehicle,  whether  it  be 
a  fixed  stall  or  vehicle,  there  should  be  adequate  washing  facilities 
including  hot  water. 

The  approximate  number  of  premises  where  food  is  sold  is  134 
and  is  comprised  as  follows  : - 
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General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ........  39 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc . .  10 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry, 

game ,  e  tc .  . . .  2 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 

preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.)  .  .  17 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  .  16 

Fried  fish  shops.  . .  9 

Shops  selling  mainly  suger  confectionery, 

minerals,  ice  cream,  etc.  . . .  20 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants, 
cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar  catering 

establishments. . 21 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  Section  16. 

Number  and  type  of  premises  registered  under  the 
above  for  : - 

Manufacture  of  meat  pies.  .  ......  12 

Preparation  of  cooked  meats  .  12 

Fish-frying . 9 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream .  35 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ( GENERAL  POWERS)  ACT,  1951. 

REGISTRATION  OF  HAWKERS  OF  FOOD. 

Fish,  fruit  and  vegetables . 8 

Tripe  and  cooked  meats .  1 


Ice  cream 


5 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  the  following  summary  of  works  carried  out  in  this 
district . 


A  total  of  89  samples  was  obtained,  consisting  of  42  samples 
of  milk  (including  7  Channel  Islands  milks)  and  47  samples  other  than 
milk,  comprising  the  following  : - 


1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Li 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Powdered  Gelatine 

1 

Bottled  Chicken 

Meat- tendering  Salt 

5 

Tea 

Cream  of  Tartar  B.P. 

2 

Brown  Sugar 

Meat,  canned 

1 

Salt 

Flour  Confectionery 

4 

Dried  Fruit 

Margarine 

1 

Lard 

Arrowroot 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

Creamed  Mushroom,  canned 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

Mixed  Herbs 

1 

Ground  Cinnamon 

Digestive  Mints 

2 

Ground  Almonds 

Sweets 

1 

Ground  Nutmegs 

Gregory' s  Powder 

1 

Molasses 

Parrishes  Food 

2 

Flavouring 

Malt  Loaf 

2 

Peas,  dried 

Mincemeat 

1 

Marzipan . 

Lentils 


All  the  above  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the 


County  Analyst,  who  reported  that  they  were  genuine 
of  the  following  : - 

with  the  exception 

Sample  No . 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  Taken. 

E. 6712 . 

Milk. 

3.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

E.6687 . 

Creamed 
Mushrooms . 

Incorrect  list  of 
ingredients  on  label. 

Packers  communi¬ 
cated  with. 

E.  7390 

Channel 
Islands  Milk. 

17.5%  deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  prosecuted. 

E.7959 

Digestive 
Mints . 

Incorrect  list  of 
ingredients  on  label. 

Packers  communi¬ 
cated  with. 

E.8240 

Lentils . 

Contained  live 
tyroglyphid  mites. 

Vendor  visited  but 
stocks  exhausted. 

so  no  action 
possible . 
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following  table  gives  details  of  samples  taken  and 
examination  daring  the  year. 

It  will  be  observed  that  9  samples  of  undesignated  raw  milk 
and  16  tuberculin  tested  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  the  25 
samples  taken,  seven  failed  to  pass  the  methylene  blue  test.  Of  the 
sever,  unsatisfactory  samples,  six  were  produced  within  the  Council's 

area. 

22  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination,  and  it 
was  very  disturbing  to  find  that  three  samples  were  found  to  have 
tuberculous  infection  present.  One  looks  forward  to  the  day  when  all 
samples  taken  will,  on  examination,  be  free  from  tuberculous 
infection,  and  I  feel  that  this  standard  should  not  be  unattainable. 

In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  copies  of  the  reports 
were  forwarded  to  the  Chief  milk  Production  Gfficer  for  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  area. 


MI  MM  3PMFLF3 . 

The 

submitted  for 


TABLE  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN . 
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ICE  CREAM. 


The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  31,  and  the 
following  table  gives  the  results  : - 


15  Provisional  Grade 
11 
4 
1 


09 

to 


BO 

90 

OP 


1  .  48.38%. 

2  .  35.48%. 

3  .  12.5%. 

4  .  3.2%. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  and  surrendered  by 
shops  in  the  area  : - 

22  tins  of  Apricots 
11  "  "  Pineapple 

22  "  "  Milk 

2  "  "  Corned  Beef 

24  "  "  Peas 

1  tin  "  Salmon 

1  "  "  Chicken 

3  tins  Rice 

2  "  "  Apples 

4  "  "  Carrots 

5  "  "  Celery 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  one  of  which  was 
not  used  during  the  period  under  review. 


2  tins  of  Rhubarb 

3  "  "  Ham 

3  "  "  Spam 

4  "  "  Luncheon  Meat 

6  "  "  Ox  Tongue 

10  "  "  Beans 

5  "  "  Tomatoes 

7  "  "  Cream 

14  "  "  Raspberries 

8  "  "  Oranges. 


KNACKER'S  YARD. 

There  is  one  knacker' s  yard  in  the  area  in  which  carcases  of 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  are  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Frequent  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  carried  out,  and  at 
all  times  found  to  be  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Thirty- six  inspections  were  made  of  the  thirteen  bakehouses 
in  the  area,  which  were  found  to  be  maintained  satisfactorily. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  this  Council  agreed  to 
your  Public  Health  Inspector  carrying  out  the  inspectorial  duties 
which  the  County  Council  are  required  to  administer  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act,  in  addition  to  the  duties  for  which  the 
Local  Authority  is  responsible. 

All  reports  relative  to  inspections  carried  out  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose  staff  carry  out  the 
administrative  duties  appertaining  thereto. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 

year  : - 


Month . 


Inspections. 


February 

April 

August 

September 

October 

November 

Total. 


9 

13 

7 

7 

38 

50 


124 


There  was  no  contravention  of  the  Act  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 
in  the  area  on  the  31st  December,  1956  : - 


Privy  Closets  22 
Pail  Closets  53 
Privy  Middens  9 
Fresh  Water  Closets  4,686 
Waste  Water  Closets  70 
Dust  Bins.  4,890. 


REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES. 


Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers,  etc .  6 

Bakehouses  . . 13 

Sweet  Manufacturers  . .  2 

Gas  Appliances  . .  1 

Towel  and  Tape  Weaving  . .  4 

Joiners  and  Builders .  13 

Plumbers .  8 

Cycle  Repairs  . .  1 

Plastics  . .  1 

Plaster  Casts  .  .  .  .....  1 

Electrical  Repairs  .  .  .  1 

Blacksmiths  . . 1 

Metal  Crafts  ..........  .  1 

Furniture  Manufacturers,  etc.  .......  4 

Motor  Engineers  .  .....  3 

Tailors  and  Pressers  . .  3 

Rubber  Works . 1 

Boot  Repairers,  etc .  4 

Wood  Turning  .  . . 1 

Boot  Lace  Finishing  .  . . 1 

Paper  Cutting . 1 

Fibre  Dressing . 1 

Clothing  Manufacturers  .  1 
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INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


During  the  year  much  time  and  energy  was  devoted  to  this 
important  branch  of  the  Department's  work.  The  Council  continued  to 
operate  a  free  service  of  treatment  for  private  dwellings.  Such  a 
service  plays  a  very  important  part  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  any  infestations  which  may  occur. 

There  are  two  employees  trained  in  the  recognised  technique 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  their  services 
are  available  for  dealing  with  infestations. 

Treatments  are  carried  out  on  business  premises  at  the 
request  of  the  occupier  who  is  charged  the  appropriate  rates. 

Certain  business  firms  in  the,  area  engage  industrial  servicing 
companies  to  carry  out  the  work  of  rodent  control  on  their  premises. 

I  do  feel  that  industrial  servicing  companies,  when  coming 
into  the  area,  should  maintain  close  contact  with  the  Local  Authority 
by  reporting  work  they  propose  to  do,  so  as  to  enable  the  Local 
Authority  to  keep  a  close  watch  on  adjoining  premises  in  order  that 
treatments  can  be  carried  out  should  there  be  any  migration.  Under 
present  legislation  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  responsibility  on 
the  servicing  companies  to  notify  Local  Authorities. 

Table  1  gives  a  full  detail  of  works  carried  out,  with  the 
exception  of  sewer  treatment,  which  is  shown  in  table  2,  whilst  table 
3  is  a  detail  of  the  work  carried  out  and  material  used  on  business 
premises. 


33. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Table  1 . 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY. 

Non-Agricultural . 

(1) 

Local 
Authority . 

(2) 

Dwelling- 
houses 
(  inc  .Council 
houses) . 

(3) 

All  other 
( including 
business 
premises) . 

(4) 

Total  of 
Columns 
(1),  (2) 
and  ( 3 ) . 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 
tural  . 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority' s 
District. 

8 

4,619 

193 

4,820 

18 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  : - 

(a)  Notification. 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act. 

(c)  Otherwise,  (e.g. 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose) . 

50 

13 

63 

8 

18 

2 

28 

18 

26 

26 

3,  Total  inspection 
carried  out  -  inc . 
re- inspections. 

12 

178 

85 

275 

58 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec.  2) 
which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by  : - 

(a)  Rats  (Major). 

(Minor) . 

(b)  Mice  (Major) . 

(Minor) . 

2 

42 

10 

54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32 

4 

36 

- 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in 

Sec. 4)  treated  by 
Local  Authority. 

2 

74 

14 

90 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out,  inc. 
re- treatments. 

8 

74 

14 

96 
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Sewer  Treatment. 

Two  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the  period 
under  review. 


Table  2. 


No.  of 

Manholes 

Baited. 

Complete 
Takes . 

Partial 
Takes . 

No 

Takes. 

FIRST  TREATMENT 

514 

291 

223 

SECOND  TREATMENT 

514 

— 

246 

268 

Table  3. 


No .  of 

Materials. 

Premises . 

Hours . 

Oatmeal . 

Warfarin. 

S.  Rusks. 

Cost. 

13 

27i 

20  lb. 

-  oz . 

4  lb. 

3  oz . 

6  lb. 

3  oz . 

£8.  Os.  8d. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  rag  flock  or  other  filling  materials,  but  one  is  registered  for  the 
use  of  filling  material . 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS . 

There  are  no  camping  or  caravan  sites  in  the  area. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

Fifteen  licences  were  granted  for  the  keeping  of  petroleum, 
to  which  the  Petroleum  Acts  apply.  Three  licences  were  granted  for 
the  keeping  of  cellulose  solution. 


GAME  ACT,  1831. 

One  licence  to  deal  in  game  was  granted  by  the  Council. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION . 


The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Manchester  and  District 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  and  the  representatives  are 
Councillor  Mrs.  Wragby,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

A  joint  scheme  for  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution, 
which  was  inaugurated  in  1951,  still  continues  to  function.  The  area 
covered  by  the  scheme  is  approximately  70  square  miles. 

Whitefield,  being  one  of  the  participating  authorities,  has  two 
lead  peroxide  gauges,  one  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  Stand  Cricket 
Club  and  the  other  at  the  Sewage  Works,  Moss  Lane.  The  results  of  tests 

carried  out  in  the  area  are  shown  below. 


Results  in  Mgm.  Sulphur  Trioxide  per  100  sq.  C.M.  Exposed  Surface  per  Day. 


Site. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar . 

Apr. 

May. 

June 

July 

Aug . 

Sept. 

Oct.J  Nov. 

Dec . 

Cricket  Ground. 
Sewage  Works . 

(a)  analysis  acc 

2.75 

3.60 

identc 

2.62 

(a) 

illy 

2.24 

2.42 

spoil 

2.03 

1.75 

ed. 

1.18 

1.68 

0.81 

1.59 

0.68 

1.07 

0.95 

1.54 

2.21 

1.52 

1.76 

2.55 

1.93 

2.51 

2.37 

3.28 

The  question  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  one  which  has  been  of 
great  concern  to  the  Local  Authority  for  many  years,  and  one  looks  forward, 
with  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  to  greater  interest  being 
aroused  on  this  important  matter.  It  is  stated  that  the  annual  cost  to 
the  country  due  to  air  pollution  is  in  the  region  of  250  million  pounds, 
but  atmospheric  pollution  cannot  be  counted  in  £.  s.  d.  The  ultimate 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  community  is  our  main  concern.  I  do,  there¬ 
fore,  feel  that  every  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance, and  one  of  the  ways  in 
which  a  cleaner  atmosphere  can  be  achieved  is  by  the  wider  use  of  the 
various  types  of  smokeless  fuels. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


The  subject  matter  of  this  report  deals  with  the  financial 
year  ending  the  31st  March,  1957. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  in  a  happier  strain 

than  was  done  last  year,  as  no  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in 

regard  to  insufficiency  and  changes  of  staff.  Therefore,  it  has  been 

possible  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  (with  the  exception  of 

✓ 

holidays)  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection  service. 

Though  one  has  been  satisfied  to  maintain  a  weekly  service,  I 
feel  that  the  public  could  still  greatly  assist  the  Department  by  keep¬ 
ing  all  material  of  a  salvage  nature  separate  from  that  in  the  domestic 
refuse  bin,  particularly  when  there  is  a  separate  salvage  collection 
service.  The  question  of  garden  refuse  is  another  matter  which  causes 
great  concern  to  the  Department,  as  during  certain  periods  of  the  year 
this  material  has  been  found  to  take  the  greater  space  in  the  dust  bins. 
One  appreciates  a  nice  garden,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  dust  bin 
is  not  the  place  for  this  surplus  material,  as  there  is  a  spot  in  most 
gardens  where  a  compost  heap  could  be  suitably  made  and  the  garden  lover 
can  have  the  benefit  of  his  compost  heap  the  following  year. 


KITCHEN  WASTE. 

The  Kitchen  Waste  Collection  Service  still  continues  to 
function.  The  electric  vehicle  which  is  used  for  this  work  has  been  in 
operation  since  1949,  during  which  period  the  maintenance  costs  on  the 
vehicle  have  been  very  small  and  the  same  batteries  which  were  first 
provided  with  the  vehicle  are  still  being  used,  which  speaks  well  for  the 
care  and  attention  given  by  those  responsible  for  its  maintenance 

The  amount  of  kitchen  waste  collected  during  the  period  was 
154  tons,  14  cwts.,  this  being  a  reduction  of  approximately  4  tons  as 
against  last  year. 

The  communal  bin  is  now  almost  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  every 
endeavour  is  being  made  to  remove  such  bins  from  the  streets. 


DUST  BIN  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE. 

The  above  scheme,  which  was  inaugurated  in  June  1950,  still 
continues  to  function,  and  the  number  of  bins  provided  since  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  is  2,334.  The  number  replaced  during  the 
present  financial  year  was  327.  263  were  of  2j?  cubic  feet  capacity  and 
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64  of  2  cubic  feet  capacity. 

It  has  been  the  practice  during  the  past  few  years,  where 
possible,  to  supply  the  small  bin  of  2  cubic  feet  capacity,  and  this 
has  been  done  without  any  detriment  to  the  Department.  These  small 
bins  have  been  supplied  to  such  houses  as  maisonettes,  old  people's 
dwellings  and  other  property  where  it  is  felt  that  this  type  of  bin 
would  be  of  adequate  capacity. 

The  estimated  cost  of  bin  replacements  for  the  year  was 
£650.,  but  this  x^as  exceeded  by  £77,  making  a  total  cost  of  £727. 
This  increase  in  the  estimate  was  due  to  purchase  tax. 


SALVAGE . 


The  Council's  salvage  scheme  continued  to  function  through¬ 
out  the  year  and,  as  last  year,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
disposing  of  any  of  the  materials  collected. 

The  amount  of  revenue  received  was  £1,768.  13s.  Od,  this 

being  a  reduction  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  this  was  the  revised  price  received  for  waste  paper. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  Salvage 
Stewards  have  still  continued  to  function  in  various  parts  of  the 
area,  and  to  them  the  Council's  thanks  are  due.  Many  of  these 
ladies  have  carried  out  this  important  task  since  the  early  days  of 
the  war . 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Spring 

Waters . 


REVENUE  FROM  SALE  OF  RESIDUALS . 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lb. 

Baled  Waste  Paper  .  . 

149 

1 

1 

21 

£1,118. 

0. 

6 . 

Rags  ...  . 

1 

6 

0 

16 

27. 

9. 

0. 

Kitchen  Waste  .... 

154 

14 

0 

0 

601. 

3. 

4. 

Woollens  . 

- 

- 

1 

12 

2. 

0. 

0. 

Aluminium . 

- 

2 

2 

23 

7. 

11. 

6 . 

Scrap  Iron  ...... 

7 

13 

3 

0 

12. 

8. 

8. 

£1,768. 

13. 

0. 

•i 

* 
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